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CHAPTER 7 
A Brief Conclusion about Future Directions 

 
 

 

When did ancient Corinth come to an end?  This is the question with which I began 

this study.  It is a question, I have argued, tied to our interpretive paradigms, and a 

question that requires addressing a broader context than simply either the urban center or 

the countryside.  A profitable direction for writing “local history” for Late Antique cities 

is a landscape approach that considers not only town and countryside, but also the 

changing image and identity of cities, as detailed, for example, in documentary sources.  

In this study, we have seen how appropriate landscape is for analyzing Corinth, the city 

at the crossroads of the world that derived not only many social and economic advantages 

from its isthmus, but its very cultural image and mythology!  As this study has suggested, 

Corinth was known as the city on the Isthmus, and faced its eastern landscape that 

connected it to a broader world.  While Corinth may not be very typical in this regard, it 

does provide an example of how a landscape could matter tremendously to the ancient 

city.  As importantly, the end of that landscape sheds light on the nature of cultural 

change in Late Antique Greece and the Mediterranean.   

 

Glimpses of continuity, discontinuity, and redefinition are found throughout the 

different chapters of this dissertation, and the reader should go to the conclusions of each 

chapter to read the different ways that the Corinthian landscape came to an end (and did 

not) between the third and seventh centuries.  As the chapters have shown, change was 

not in any sense an even process, for ideological and conceptual redefinition occurred 

independently of the discontinuity of the rural structures that made the city function.  

Hence, while there is good evidence that individuals across the Mediterranean began to 

think and write about Corinth and its landscape very differently from the fourth century 
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AD, the material structures of rural life—the role of the region in trade networks, the 

most important rural structures and places (e.g., crossroads), and the many ordinary 

settlements, villas, and farmsteads—appear to have been more stable, continuing through 

the sixth century AD.  The Late Antique Corinthian landscape was radically redefined 

while remaining constant and salubrious.  Such strands of continuity, discontinuity, and 

redefinition create a very complex picture of the city during this period.   

 

In the final draft of this study, I intend to expand on several topics raised, but not 

developed, through this dissertation.  Allow me to end by commenting on prospects for 

future study and the chapters that I feel would be most beneficial to develop beyond the 

dissertation.   

 

In the third chapter, “The Image of the City”, I alluded to the interesting changes 

that Isthmia underwent in Late Antiquity at both the material and conceptual levels.  It 

might be interesting to develop this more fully into a focused study of how the place was 

redefined in this period.  The recent publication of P.N. Kardulias’ dissertation (2006), 

the forthcoming Isthmia volumes concerning the skeletal remains (J. Rife) and the 

Roman Bath, will make an additional historical and archaeological overview redundant 

and unnecessary.  Moreover, the dissertation research by J. Frey will also contribute 

significantly to how we understand the construction and interpretation of the Late 

Antique wall.  But within this matrix of recent and current scholarship, there might be 

room for a more focused chapter on the place of Isthmia in Late Antiquity—as perceived 

by visitors to the Corinthia and understood by those familiar with classical literature—

and with special attention to the material evidence produced by the Eastern Korinthia 

Archaeological Survey. 

 

Second, there may be room to develop a chapter providing a general overview of 

Late Roman settlement in the Corinthia.  Chapters four to six of this dissertation dance 

around this issue and deal with it in very different ways.  Neither, however, provides a 

full overview of the locations of villas and villages, settlements, and the like.  Would it be 
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worth developing a chapter that treats settlement generally, or would such a study only be 

repetitive to the chapters already provided here?  Perhaps more focused studies of several 

other important places, such as Kenchreai (again, using the archaeological data from the 

EKAS survey) and Isthmia (see above) would address these shortcomings. 

 

The most fruitful direction of further research, I believe, is one that I alluded to at 

several points in this study: the nature of Christianization of the city of Corinth, an issue 

still so poorly understood.  How did an early Christian literature affect and help to create 

a new image and landscape of the city in Late Antiquity—as classical literature had 

structured the former image of the city?  Was there a collective ‘memory’ of the visit of 

St. Paul and other early Christian saints in the area?  How did the construction of large-

scale basilicas in the city and territory relate to the rebirth of the city’s image?  I have 

completed much of the research on this topic already and hope to bring together the 

evidence in a productive manner in two chapters: one centered on the rebirth of the image 

of Corinth, in its connection to the Apostle Paul and the Saints, and preserved in early 

Christian literature; and the other surrounding the rebirth of the physical landscape in the 

material forms of the Christian religion (e.g., churches, crosses, and the like).  

Tentatively, I would posit that the late (monumental) Christianization of the city speaks 

less to the actual religious affiliation of the city’s inhabitants (Pagan or Christian) than 

the cultural significance of the city in the broader sacred geography of the fifth and sixth 

centuries.   

 

Finally, I hope to expand this very brief conclusion to discuss the Corinthian 

landscape at different points of time: the mid-second century AD, the mid fourth-century, 

and the early to mid sixth-century.  I might structure the conclusion around a traveler’s 

visit to Corinth, walking from Athens or Kenchreai, during these different periods.  This 

would serve to summarize the observations made in the course of this study in several 

synchronic snapshots of image and territory, the conceptual and material.  This would 

also allow me to tie together facets of Corinthian history examined separately in this 

study.  An alternate idea is to sum up the observations made in this study with a broader 
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historical discussion of “Corinth and the World,” i.e., how the city fared in the broader 

changing Mediterranean landscapes of Late Antiquity; there is certainly enough evidence 

for such a discussion. 

 

This, I hope, will be my own voyage to Corinth, and my place in creating new 

Corinthian landscapes and images.   

 


